PHARMACY - A Prescription for a Rewarding Career

Why Pharmacy?

A well-rounded career. Pharmacy is an exciting blend of science, health care, direct patient contact,
computer technology, and business.

A vital part of the health care system. Pharmacists play a vital role ir improving patient care
through the medicine and information they provide.

Excellent earning potential. Pharmacy is one of the most financially rewarding careers.
Outstanding opportunities. There is an unprecedented demand for pharmecists in a wide variety of
occupational settings.

A trusted profession. Pharmacists are consistently ranked as one of the most highly trusted
professionals because of the care and service they provide. #According to data by Gal.up International

Pharmacy Career Options

Managed care pharnacy

Medical and scientif ¢ publishing
The pharmaceutical industry
Trade or profession:l associations
Uniformed (public h zalth) service

Academic pharmacy

Community pharmacy

Government agencies

Hospice and home care

Hospital and institutional practice
Long-term care or consulting pharmacy

Pharmacists Help Patients Get Well

While responsibilities vary among the different areas of pharmacy practice, tre bottom line is that
pharmacists help patients get well. Pharmacist responsibilities include a range of care for patients,
from dispensing medications to monitoring patient health and progress to maximize their response to
the medication. Pharmacists also educate consumers and patients on the use of prescriptions and
over-the-counter medications, and advise physicians, nurses, and other health care professionals on
drug decisions. Pharmacists also provide expertise about the composition of drugs, including their
chemical, biological, and physical properties and their manufacture and use. Pharmacists ensure
drug purity and strength and make sure that drugs do not interact in a harmful way. They are the drug
experts ultimately concerned about their patients’ health and wellness.

Shortage of Pharmacists _
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) released a report in 20C0 titled “The Study of
the Supply and Demand for Pharmacists” to determine to what extent a shortage of pharmacists
exists. The report concludes that there is an increasing demand for pharmacists' service that is
outpacing the current and future pharmacist supply. The report also states that factors causing the
shortage are not likely to abate in the near future.

Your Future in Pharmacy Begins with Education

A balanced and comprehensive high school and college education is an important first step in the
pursuit of a professional degree in pharmacy, especially in the areas of math an 1 science. The Doctor
of Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree program requires at least two years of pre-professional
(undergraduate) study followed by four academic years of professional study. The majority of first-
year students enter a pharmacy program with three or four years of collzge experience. The

requirements for admission into a pharmacy program vary.

Don't delay...find out more today!
Visit the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy web site
for more information about career opportunities and links to all

U.S. colleges and schools of pharmacy. http://www.aacp.org




PHARMACY -- ACADEMIC PREPARATION

REQUIRED: These courses will satisfy the requirements for UCSD School of Pharmacy and most
other pharmacy schools. Check the specific schools you are interested in for ¢ xact requirements.

Biology, Chemistry, and Physics require laboratories.

BIOLOGY

CHEMISTRY

MATHEMATICS

PHY SICS

ENGLISH

SPEECH

PSYCHOLOGY
ECONOMICS

HUMANITIES/
SOCIAL
SCIENCES

Course Name
Biology 1
Biology 11

General Chemistry 1
General Chemistry 11
Organic Chemistry |
Organic Chemistry 11

Calculus for Life Sciences I and I1

Physics 1
Physics 11

Composition
Oral Communication
Introductory Psychology

Principles of Economics
12 semester units

Commer ts
| year

2 years

[ year

1 year recuired by UCSD, UCSF;
| semester required by UOP

1 year

Included in UCSD's 20 semester
units of himanities/social science
electives

"
"

psychology, sociology,
anthropology, religion, etc.

ADDITIONAL COURSES REQUIRED BY OTHER CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS:

Microbiology

UCSF, Western, USC

Biochemistry and Cell Biology USC

Human Physiology

UCSF, Western, USC

Human Anatomy Western, AZ
Statistics USC
REOMMENDED COURSES:

Genetics, Ethics, Public Health, Embryology, Computer Science, Spanish (1-3 terms), Writing
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